
       

Name ____________________________________________ 
 

 

After reading the primary source documents below,  

answer in writing the questions on the back of this paper: 
 

 

 

Opposing Views on Gilded Age Immigration 

 
The following are excerpts from a speech Senator Henry Cabot Lodge (R-SD) gave in support of a bill he 

introduced in 1896 to restrict immigration to the United States: 
 I come now to the aspect of this question which is graver and more serious than any other.  The injury of unrestricted 

immigration to American wages and American standards of living is sufficiently plain and is bad enough.  However, [immigrants] 

bring another danger that threatens the quality of our citizenship which is far worse … The English speaking race … has been 

made slowly over the centuries.  Previous immigrants have not done anything thus far to radically change it here … The additions 

to this country until this time have been from [similar] people or from those we have been long allied or speak the same language 

… There has until now been an overwhelming preponderance of the same race stock, that of the Anglo-Saxon tribes who reach 

from Norway to the Alps… The moral and intellectual qualities of these peoples represent the products of its past [and is 

something] which we can all take pride in.  Their moral and intellectual triumphs have supported this great nation… 

 There is only one way in which those moral and intellectual characteristics can be reduced …by breeding them out.  If 

lower races mix with a higher in sufficient numbers history teaches us that the lower race will prevail. The lower race will absorb 

the higher, not the higher the lower when the two strains are in equal numbers.  In other words, there is a limit to the capacity of 

any race to assimilate and elevate an inferior race. When one begins to pour unlimited numbers of peoples of alien and lower 

races with less moral efficiency, you are running the frightful risk that the society may be ruined.  The lowering of a great race 

means not only its own decline, but that of all of human civilization…  

 More precious even than our form of government is the mental and moral quality which makes up our race.  As long as 

those qualities stand undamaged, all is safe.  When those decline, all is endangered… The danger has begun and must be 

restricted.  The pressing tide of unrestricted immigration is swelling the portals of our land.  The time has come certainly if not to 

stop, at least to check, to sift and to restrict immigrants. 

 

 

 

The following is an excerpt from an article written by newspaper columnist Simon Greenleaf Croswell in 1897 

opposing restrictions on immigration: 
 It is to the advantage of the United States that immigration not be checked… The entrance of swarms of immigrants into 

our country represents the introduction of that much laboring capacity into this country.  Adam Smith (famous economist) says 

that labor is the wealth of nations.  If this is true, laborers are the only primary means to acquire wealth.  The facts of history bear 

this out.  Beginning with the clearing of forests, cultivation of farms and culminating in industrial growth, the laborer has been the 

Midas whose touch has turned things to gold… the average population in most parts of this nation and the average densities in 

Europe show that the United States is far from complete in its population.  We need to encourage immigration to secure a large 

enough work force as soon as possible. 

 When we come to the political aspect of the immigration problem, however, a wholly different series of considerations 

present themselves.  The question now is not how many citizens, but what type of citizen…  An examination of the countries from 

which most immigrants come show that with the exception of Russia and Poland, the elements of representative government are 

not totally unknown to the common people.  In most of the countries that the immigrants come from, popular democratic 

government has at least gained a foothold.  Nonetheless, in a short time, immigrants even from the most despotic areas can learn 

the principles of a republican government.  Our national institutions will not be extinguished by these immigrants.  There is 

nothing mysterious or complicated about our institutions that a little study and experience will not solve… Participation in an 

election is sufficient to convey to any person of just average intelligence the workings of our system… To be sure, the Latin races, 

the Slavs, the Hungarians, Poles and others may have no inherent aptitude for self government and free institutions, but as I have 

before said, in almost every case they have had in their own country at least a partial training in the forms of representative 

government. 

 All that is needed to fuse this diverse mass of humanity into the heart and glow of our national life is everyday experience.  

With this, each immigrant can possess the characteristic features of what we believe to be the highest type of human evolution 

which the world has seen, the American citizen.  We should, therefore, avoid any measure which would stunt or deform the 

nation’s growth and should allow the free flow of immigrants until a full grown American nation stands forth pre-eminent among 

the nations of the earth. 

 

 

 

 



Name ____________________________________________ 

 

In a paragraph each, answer the following: 
 

1. What are two arguments made by Senator Henry Cabot Lodge regarding unrestricted immigration?  Be 

sure to underline or highlight the sentence(s) in the source where each argument is expressed. 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What are two arguments made by Simon Greenleaf Croswell regarding unrestricted immigration?  Be 

sure to underline or highlight the sentence(s) in the source where each argument is expressed. 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What do you think of the arguments above in favor of and against large-scale immigration to the United 

States?  Which arguments do you agree with?  Why?  Which arguments do you disagree with?  Why?  

Are any of the above arguments still being used to support or oppose immigration to the U.S. today? 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


